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Congratulations to Larry Drury, Executive Director of Go Kids, 
Inc., recipient of the Rocky Lee Advocacy Award and EveryChild 

Child Member of the Month for November 2019. The Rocky Lee Advocacy Award, 
sponsored by Lakeshore, recognizes leadership in advocacy at the local, state or federal 
level in the areas of early learning and care or advancing the early education profession.  

Larry has worked in the field of services to children for over 45 years including foster 
care, adoptions, childcare, residential care for children, maternity home care, child 
abuse investigations as well as the supervision, coordination and administration of child 
welfare services. He has a B.S.Ed. in Psychology and a M.A. in Counseling from the 
University of Illinois at Springfield. Mr. Drury also has over 30 years of experience as an 
Executive Director providing strategic direction, leadership, organizational restructuring 
and human service program design.   

 

Congratulations Larry and thank you for answering our questions.  

What has been most rewarding about your career in early education so far? 

I have found that one of the most rewarding parts of my career lately has been the very 
purposeful work we have been doing with our FCC Provider Network. In 2011, we 
decide to re-design our FCC Department and our approach to the requirements, 
relationships and quality expectations with our contracted providers. After 5 years of 
effort to improve FCC quality, we were able to complete our Santa Cruz First 5 RTT 
contract and have 23 Providers rated and scored in the county. First 5 recently 
celebrated the completion of the RTT grant and awarded our 23 providers with plaques 
for their homes stating, “Quality Happens Here”! 

What is your proudest accomplishment in your career? 

The proudest accomplishment is that my agency not only survived the great recession of 
2008 but we have able to add two social enterprise projects and acquire another 
nonprofit. We have developed the agency again to the level of staffing and operations 



 
 

that we were at before the recession. We are stronger than ever! I am so proud of my 
staff and Department Directors that made this happen.  

Congratulations Larry, for your support and efforts on behalf of the children of California 
and EveryChild California.  If you would like to nominate an EveryChild California 
member for the Circle of Excellence, please email us at info@everychildca.org 

 


